
Santa Monica – Fall 2018 
Math 31 – Elementary Algebra (#4303) 

MW: 6.45-9.10pm - Rm: LS-201 
 
Instructor: Thomas Harjuno 
Hours : 6.00 - 6.40pm (Place: MC-39) 
Email : harjuno_thomas@smc.edu, penk2@yahoo.com 
Website: http://www.harjuno.com/harjuno/F18/ 
Alternate way to get to the course webpage: 
1. Go to: http://www.harjuno.com/ 
2. Then click on my face, you will get to http://www.harjuno.com/harjuno/ 
 This webpage has some information about me. Make sure you read it before proceeding with me in this course. 
3. Under Santa Monica College, click “Math 31: Elementary Algebra” 

Note: To access the lecture videos, on the menu, go to “Video”>“Lecture Video” 
   To access previous courses, on the menu, go to “Teaching”> “Previous Teaching” 

 
Textbook: 
Robert Blitzer, Introductory Algebra for College Students, 7th ed., 2017, Pearson Prentice Hall. 
(You can use the 6th ed, 2013, ISBN: 0321758951) 
The Learning Guide for Introductory Algebra for College Students, ISBN: 0321760476 
 
 
 
Prerequisite: 
The completion of Math 84/85 with a grade of "C" or better. Or, equivalent preparation and a satisfactory score on the 
PreAlgebra placement test. 
 
Course Descriptions: 
Topics include:  Arithmetic operations with real numbers, polynomials, rational expressions, and radicals; factoring 
polynomials; linear equations and inequalities in one and two variables; systems of linear equations and inequalities in two 
variables; application problems; equations with rational expressions; equations with radicals; introduction to quadratic 
equations in one variable.  
 
Course Objectives: Upon completion of the course students will be able to: 
1. Solve linear, quadratic, and literal equations, and systems of equations and linear inequalities. 
2. Graph linear equations and inequalities. 
3. Factor polynomials at an elementary level. 
4. State and apply the quadratic formula 
5. Add, subtract, multiply and divide polynomials, square roots and rational expressions 
6. Simplify complex fractions, square roots and exponential expressions 
7. Solve introductory level equations with rational and radical expressions. 
8. Translate and solve algebraic word problems in a single variable 
9. Translate and solve algebraic word problems in two variables 
10. Define and use properties of equality and inequality. 
11. Recognize and use common mathematical language to describe mathematical processes in either written or verbal form. 
12. Apply units of measurements in the solution of algebraic applications as appropriate. 
 
SLO - Course Level Student Learning Outcomes:   
1. Students will develop success skills and academic behaviors including use of class notes and required text, regular 

attendance, timeliness, participation in class activities, and adherence to the College Honor Code and other codes of 
conduct. As assessed by: Class records including but not limited to attendance records. 

2. Given a multistep application problem, students will use a line of reasoning that includes algebraic concept and 
vocabulary to formulate an equation or other algebraic problem-solving strategy to develop a solution. As assessed by: 
Collected and graded work. 

 
 

mailto:sweetrainbow@sbcglobal.net


Grading: 
Arranged Hours   2% A total of 16 Arranged Hours required before the final week. 
Quizzes  10% 
4 Tests  60%  (15% each; T1 09/26, T2 10/17, T3 11/14, T4 12/3) 
Final  30% Dec 12, 2018. Completed Arranged Hours is required to sit in this Final. 
Total  102% 

 
Grading Cut-off: A - 90% - B - 79% - C - 68% - D - 63% - F 
 
Important Dates:  
Drop without Fee: 09/09, Drop without W: 09/09, Drop with W: 11/18 
Holidays: Labor day 09/03, Veterans Day 11/12 
 
Notes: 
1. Having a textbook is a MUST. No one without textbook ever pass my class. 
2. Attendance is so important such that you should consider another section of the same course if you will miss more than 

three meetings. Even come late or leaving early will put your progress in great jeopardy. Lesson from the past tells that 
students missing more than 3 meetings EXTREMELY HARDLY pass my class. 

3. I consider 10 to 20 minutes tardy as half absence and more than 20 minutes tardy as absence. Four absences may VERY 
LIKELY result in being dropped, REGARDLESS YOUR EXCUSE. No make-up quiz for tardy students, NO 
EXCEPTION! 

4. Each student should review the material discussed in the previous session and read-in-advance the next-session 
material. General rule-of-thumb says that you should dedicate at least 2 off-class hours for each in-class hour. You 
surely need much more when it comes to Tests or Final.  

5. No make-up Quiz, Test, nor Final; exception for Test or Final is ONLY given in case of emergency upon the 
demonstration of the proof of emergency OR unavoidable, legitimate, documented absence. Only one make-up 
Test/Final will be allowed. I don’t drop any Test. NO MAKE-UP PROVIDED FOR TEST 4! 

6. Expect quiz on each meeting. I drop 1 lowest quiz. 
7. No, I don’t curve your grade! 
8. Studying hard SOMETIMES results in a good grade, but NEVER expecting a good grade if you don’t. 
9. Testing policy: close book, close note, no calculator, and close neighborhood!!! 
10. You need to complete 16 hours of Arranged hours prior to the final week. 
11. WARNING FOR REPEATING STUDENTS: Since you’re repeating, you may have seen these materials in the past. 

However, you should not (even think to) skip classes on the topics you think you’ve mastered. Instead, you should 
utilize your familiarity for a more in-depth understanding. While repeating may be excusable for your academic record, 
THREE-PEATING is NEVER understood the same way. And, I don’t treat you different from non-repeating students. 

12. NO MAKE-UP PROVIDED FOR TEST 4! 
 
• I recommend you to take at least 1 hour to study every day. By the end of this course, this 1-hour study should have 

already been a habit instead of merely a burden. I will PURPOSELY make this course hard enough so that you can 
develop this habit within a few weeks, in addition to provide you a STRONG background to ENJOY the next Math 
course. 

 
Academic Dishonesty: Any form of dishonesty will not be tolerated and will be an automatic 0 on that 
quiz/test/Final and reported to the College. The student with one dishonesty record in this course needs to score 
at least 80% to receive a C (and no better than a C). No one with dishonesty record EVER pass my class! 
 
Classroom Etiquettes: 
1. No phone calls, no texting while you are in class. 
2. If you come late and/or if you need to leave early do so quietly. Do not disturb the class and me. 
3. Do not come in-and-out the classroom unnecessarily. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tentative Schedule   
  

  
  

Week 1 27-Aug Intro, 1.1-1.4   
  29-Aug 1.5-1.7   

Week 2 3-Sep Labor Day No Class 
  5-Sep 1.8, 2.1-2.2   

Week 3 10-Sep 2.3-2.4   
  12-Sep 2.5-2.6   

Week 4 17-Sep 2.7,3.1   
  19-Sep 3.2-3.3   

Week 5 24-Sep 3.4, 3.5   
  26-Sep Test 1, 3.6   

Week 6 1-Oct 4.1-4.2   
  3-Oct 4.3-4.4   

Week 7 8-Oct 4.5,5.1-5.2   
  10-Oct 5.3-5.4   

Week 8 15-Oct 5.5-5.6   
  17-Oct Test 2   

Week 9 22-Oct 6.1-6.2   
  24-Oct 6.3   

Week 10 29-Oct 5.7,6.4   
  31-Oct 6.5-6.6   

Week 11 5-Nov 7.1-7.3   
  7-Nov 7.3-7.5   

Week 12 12-Nov Veterans Day No Class 
  14-Nov Test 3, 7.6   

Week 13 19-Nov 7.6-7.8   
  21-Nov 8.1-8.3   

Week 14 26-Nov 8.3-8.4   
  28-Nov 9.1-2   

Week 15 3-Dec 9.3,9.6   
  5-Dec Test 4   

Final 
10-Dec 
12-Dec 

Review 
FINAL   

 


